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IJEA members past and pres-
ent were well represented at 

the national high school media 
convention  Nov. 9-12 in Nash-
ville.

At an awards luncheon Nov. 
11, several  Illinois advisers 
received recognition for their 
work with student publications. 

• Linda Kane from Naper-
ville Central received the Walt 
Clarkson Memorial Award 
from the National Scholastic 
Press Association. 

• Karen Barrett from Wheel-
ing High School received a 
2006 Rising Star Award from 
the Journalism Education As-
sociation.

• Nancy Smith from Lafayette 
(Wildwood, Mo.) High School, 
formerly of Belleville West, re-
ceived a Special Recognition 
Adviser Award from the Dow 
Jones Newspaper Fund. 

• Tom Winski from Lindsey 
Wilson (Columbia, Ky.) Col-
lege, formerly of Monmouth 
High School, received a Medal 
of Merit from JEA. 

• Diana Peckham,  retired 
from Pekin Community High 
School, received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from JEA.

• Deb Malcolm from Dav-
enport Central (Iowa) High-

School, IJEA director, received 
a Medal of Merit from JEA.

Barb Thill of Stevenson High 
School, Randy Swikle, retired 
from Johnsburg High School, 
and Susan Tantillo, retired from 
Wheeling High School, also 
attended the convention. Thill 

is an IJEA director, Tantillo is 
IJEA treasurer and JEA secre-
tary and Swikle is a JEA state 
director. 

The convention is sponsored 
by the Journalism Education 
Association and the National 
Scholastic Press Association. 

JEA/NSPA honor Illinois advisers
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Linda Kane, right, adviser at Naperville Central High School, was honored by the Na-
tional Scholastic Press Association at an awards banquet Nov. 12, 2006, in Nashville. 
Kane received the Clarkson Award from interim NSPA Director Renee McGivern. 

■ Reminder:
  The next Board of 
Directors’ meeting 
will be from 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, 
in 336 Gregory Hall 
on the University of 
Illinois campus. 
  All directors 
should plan to be 
there.

Jones’ study
shows ‘shapshot’
of Chicago programs 

Web site is ready 

For a semester, Linda Jones 
took time away from her 

job as chairwoman of the de-
partment of communication at 
Roosevelt University to learn 
more about scholastic journal-
ism programs in Chicago. 

Jones, an IJEA board mem-
ber, surveyed the city’s high 
schools to explore the state of 
high school newspapers, both 
successes and frustrations.

Her new book, “Chicago 
Snaphot 2005-2006: A Year 
of School Newspapers and 
Advisers,” compares advisers 
and programs to those from her 
1996 study.

With the help of the Il-
linois Press Foundation, 

the IJEA Web site www.IJEA.
net has a new look. Dan Kerns, 
IJEA secretary, with the help 
of a Bradley University intern, 
is overseeing the site. Check it 
out for more content as it con-
tinues to provide new info.

The Journalism Education Association will 
honor IJEA Vice President John Gonczy 

of Mt. Carmel High School with its Rising 
Star Award during the organization’s national 
convention April 14 in Denver.

Gonczy is one of nine journalism educators 
selected for the award.  He is the only educator 
from Illinois and the only Catholic high school 
educator in the nation to be honored this year.

Gonczy advises the newspaper and teaches 

journalism, English and reading at Mt. Carmel. 
IJEA Treasurer Susan Tantillo wrote in 

nominating Gonczy: “John leads by example 
and holds the First Amendment among the most 
important tools he arms his students with, no 
easy feat in a private school.”

JEA established the Rising Star Award to 
encourage advisers and journalism teachers with 
one to five years’ experience to remain in the 
profession. 

Rising Star: IJEA director to be honored at national convention




